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Butte Department.

e

FIRE CHIEF WERNER

He Wil Be Recommended fo the
Mayor for Reappointment.

THE FIGHT IS FAIRLY ON

Manager Gllbert Makes a State-
ment of His Side of the Case to
the Committee -~ He Cor-
reots Werner's Report.

The fire committee of the council last
evening accepted the challenge of the
fire Insurance agents and recommend-
ed to the mayor that he reappoint A,
J. Werner as fire chief at to-night's
meeting of the council. Whether or not
the appointment will be confirmed and
in the event that it is, whether or not
the threatened raise of 256 or 50 per cent
will be made In insurance rates re-
mains to be seen. The fight is now
fairly on, and every future develop-
ment will be watched with a great
deal of Interest, Aldermen Bausman,
Cannon, Leggat, Montgomery and Da-
vey, who constituté the fire committee,
were all present at 8 o'clock last eve-
ning and there was a general alr of ex-
pectancy around the city hall. May-
or Thompson and Alderman Knowl-
ton, Chief Werner, C. R. Gilbert, man-
ager of the Montana board of fire un~
derwriters, and several special agents
of insurance companies were also pres-
ent. The special agents listened atten-
tively to all that was said, but took no
part In the proceedings, allowing Mr.
Gilbert to speak for them.

Chairman Bausman called the meet-
ing to order and Mr. Gilbert secured
permission to make a statement, “l
would llke to have my own position
and the position of the Insurance com-

fes understood In this matter,” sald
:: Glibert, “for the reason that It
spems to have been misunderstood by
some people, It should be understood
that we have not been attempting to
dictate the appointment of a fire chief,
The communiocation which the insur-
ance agents addressed to the mayor
and council was merely a business
proposition, The fire Insurance com-
panies expect the municipality to pro-
tect their interests, and If it does not
g0 it there is a way for them to do it,

of ocourse.

Mr. Gilbert then took up Mayor
‘s open letter and proceeded
to pick it to pleces. “I told the may-
or,” he sald, “that I doubted the cor-
rectness of the chief's annual report
and that if convenient and possible 1
would be glad to fumish him with
proof of its Inaccuracies. I told him,
however, that 1 would have to secure
statements from the head offices of the
companies In S8an Francisco, Chicago
and Denver, and that I was not sure
that T could get the figures, so 1 made
my promise a conditional one, 1 gave
as some of my reasons for our position
t0 the retention of the present chief
that the ability of a man to keep a
complete record of the operations of
the department does not prove his abil-
ity to fight fires. Nelther would the
loss ratio prove his abllity, inasmuch
a8 In several towns which are smaller
than Butte and which are without fire
tection, the loss ratie is less than it
in Butte. There are frame bulldings
s close togther in these towns and the
haszard is just as great as it s in Butte,
What I sald In regard to the letter
which the agents sent to the counci!
was that no agent could consclentlously
withhold his signature from the state-
ment as they were gll familiar sith
the facts and conditions. I have no
agenty and the agents are under no ob-
ligations to me, but are free to do as

they see fit."

In explaining why he did not present
evidence of inaccuracies In the chief's
report, Mr. Gilbert sald that after con-
sldering the matter he had concluded
that the companies would see that the
figures could have no bearing on the
aase and would refuse to furnish them,
He thersupon wrote the mayor that
these figures would not be furnished.
Mr. Gilbert then took up the fire chief's
oorrested report and made the follow-
ing statement In regard to it

On July 2 there was "a fire at the
Montana Union depot. The report
states that the logs was §1,600, and that
the company carries its own Insurance,
The Montana Union Is insured In the
Liverpool, Londom & Globe, and they
pald approximately $3,000 to the Mon-
tana Uplon last year. There was also
an individua) loss of $408 in the fire at
the depot. July 28 fire on Jefferson
street near J. 1. C. mine, Report
places the loss at §15 and says that no
claim was made to Insurance' com-
pany. 1 find that Insurance of $11.30
was pald ap Aug. 16; fire at E H.
Sherman'es In East Park street. Loss
placed at $125 and Insurance at $70.
The actnal insurance paid was $85. On
Oet, 1, fire at Jerry Harrington's, loss
$300; no Insurance. 1 find that insur-
ance of 319530 was pald. On Oct, 30,
fire at Sherman's warehouse, Loss
§6.500; insurance, $6,224. I find that the
Insurance companies pald $8,156. On
Dec. 2, fire In Lewisohn block; loss and
Insurance placed at $9i. Insurance of
$231.70 was pald. On April 22, fire at
Callfornia brewery. Report says that
loss was $22 and no claim for insur-
ance. Insurance of $66 was paid. On
Bept. 7. insurance of $34.25 was pald to
Adolph Wetzstein of West Granite
street. There Is no record in the re-

of such a fire, On Aug. 7, Char-
te Cassidy was pald $92.75 for the
destryction of a frame house at No. 641
Bast Galena street. One other dwell-
Ing was Iy destroyed and a third
sne partially. There is no report of
the fire. On-Oct. 14, the State Savings
bank was paid $68.31 for damage 1o a
bullding on J. street, but there s no
tecord of the fire. I might have gone
further with this investigation but I
just ran across these ocases without
giving any time to it

In conclusion and in reference to the
mayor's statement that if the rates are
talsed the people will organize a local
naurance company, Mr.
*The citizens of Butte are of course at
Aberty to take any action they see fit
But as for this being a bluff by the

re Insurance companies nothing could

further from the truth. We are not
Mtempting to dictate how you shall
'un the affairs of the city, but If the
ity does not protect our interests we |
thall most assurediy do 8o ourselves
Lvery alderman who votes f hte re-
ention of Chief Werner will be indivi-
lually responsible for an increase of
rom 25 to 50 per cenit, in the insuranc
wles "

The mmpor had shown & feverish | He

Gilbert sald: |

anxiety to interrupt Mr. Gilbert, and
A8 soon as he concluded he started in
to cross question him and the follow-
ing dialogue ensued:

The Mayor—When you first came to
me about this matter, what objection
did you present to Mr. Werner?

Mr. Gilbert—I can't remember my
exact language. 1 objected to Aim on
account of his poor work,

Mayor—Did you not say the chief's
report was, incorrect?

Mr. Gilbert—Yes, in my judgment.

Mayor—Did you not offer to furnish
proof that It was |ncorrect?

Mr, Gllbert—With a proviso—as al-
ready stated,

Mayor—The city clerk was present
and he heard no proviso; but we will
let that pass. Did I not say that [
would hold the appointment over for
two weeks so that you ocould furnish
the proof?

Mr. Gilbert—You offered to do so; 1
Aldn’t request it.

Mayor—Did you not make the bluff
that insurance rates would be raised 25
per cent if Mr. Werner was retained
a8 chief,

r. Gilbert—I don’'t remember wheth-

er I sald 25 or 60 per cent.
Mayor—Well, 26 per cent. Is bad
enough.
Mr. Gllbert—It was elther 25 or §0
per cent.

Mayor—I)d I not say that if you
ralsed the rates it would be the best
thing that could happen to the city?

Mr. Gilbert—You did.

Mayor—Did you make any effort to
secure the facts and figures spoken of
in relation to the chief's report?

Mr. Gllbert—I have already said that
I did, and that after considering the
matter I eoncluded that the companies
would see that the figures had no
bearing on the case and would refuse
to give them, 1 Immedigtely wrote you

4 1o that effect,

Mayor—Did it take you 10 days to
arrive at that conclusion?

Mr. Gllbert—Just about,
over it a great deal. The letter was
malled early In the afternoon and
copies of it were subsequently given
to the morning papers,

Maypor—What was your object in do-
ing that and in belng Interviewed on
o matter that should have been con-
ducted privately between you and me?

Mr. Gllbert—I hardly like to state.

Mayor—Be honest about it.

Mr. Gilbert—Well, as you force me to
I will tell. Some time before that the
fire Insurance agemts sent you a com-
munication which was addressed to the
mayor and council and it was pigeon-
holed. Had it not been for the enter-
prise of two newspaper men, it is my
opinion that the communication would
never have reached the council. It
was my desire to have everything
m;wblhm prompted me to do as

At the mayor's request Mr. Gllbert
outlined the duties of the special
agents and sald that it is their busi-
ness to inspeot the business and ex-
amine into the fire proteotion wherever
they carry risks and that they are
closer to the managers than anyone
¢lse. Then the dlalogue was resumed,

Mayor—Have you written to the in-
surance companies In regard to Mr.
Werner's alleged Incompetency?

l?!r. Gilbert—To some of them; not
all.

Mayor—How many?

Mr. Gilbert—Thait i{s not relevant.

Mayor—Are these agents here at your
Ingtigation?

Mr. Gllbert—Emphatically no, sir.

Mayor—Did they come here through
your information?

1Mrr. Gilbert—More emphatically, no,
lr.

Mayor—Why did you introduce ithe
special agents to reporters and have
‘them interviewed ?

Mr. Gilbert—To show you that I was
not without backing In the stand I
have taken,

This ended the cross-examination,
Chief Werner then got the floor and
explained the alleged discrepancies In
his report to which Mr. Gilbert had
called attention. He sald that J. H.
Calderhead had given him the figures
on the Montana Union fire. Mr. Sher-
man gave him the figures on his two
fires and an insurance agent gave him
the figures on the Lewissohn fire. Jorry
Hardington had told him that there
wnas no insurance on his house. The
Cagaidy fire was away outside the ety
Hmdts, There were no alarms for the
fire on J. sireet or the Wetzsteln fire,
The other figures had been secured
from the owners, L=

Edgar Dayton, who wis a committee
of one from the volunteer Aremen,
urged the appointment of Chief Wer-
ner and Fred Dugdale as captaip. He
sald that the volunteers were not dle-
tating, but that the volunteers belleved
them to be the best men, He said that
the enmity of Rickards & Lewis and R.
M. Cobban was due to the fact that
the chief had made them put brick
chinmeys in about 25 frame shacks.

Mr. Gilbert stated In reply to Day-
tom” that fire insurance nates were
pever based on fire losses. While the
insurance agents did not consider that
the department was fully equipped
with apparatus they had never made
any complaint on that score. There are
a great many agents in the city, and
everything that is heard on the streets
should not be considered as coming
from the insurance companies.

Knowlton Inquired what specific ob-
Jections  the insurance men had to
Chief Werner, and Bausman added
that he might cite @ great many in-
stances In which, according to his |dea,
fires were not handled preperly, Then
the question would come ‘“give us
proof.” It was difficult to be specific
:lﬂeﬂl the persons were present at a

re.

Bausman asked If Gilbert had attend.
ed fires during his residence in Butte,
and he replied that he had.

No ome had anything more to say
and the committee settled down to
business. Montgomery moved as the
easiest way to settle the question that
the whole matter be referred to the
council in  committee of the wlole
The mayor stated that such ac
would be out of order. He had said
that he would appoint whoever jthe
committee named, and he did nm
want o shirk the responsibllfty
Bausman, Montgomery and "eggat fa-
| vored “glving Werner another tria)
! They thought he had been handicapied

I thought

! in the past and they wanted to see pim
! given absalute control of the fire ide-
partment. He would then have an bp.

| portunity to show what was in him,
and if he did not give satisfaction fhis
resignation eould be asked for h
mayor was of the same opinion. Dagey
| thought that if Werner had allo
himself to be handicapped he was

|1_,. man far

!l\.... i

the place He d4id
a fireman and he thou
Mciency had been sh

ild not like the idea of being ¢

tated to or bulldozed, but at the same
time the fire committee should do fte
duty regardless of any action by the
Insurance agents, Montgomery moved
that Werner be recommended for re-
appointment. Leggat seconded the
motion and It prevalled, Montgomery
and Leggat voted in the aflirmative
and Davey in the negative. @annon
did not vote. Fred Dugdale was rec-
gmuwndfd ;c‘arza.pmlnlment as captain

Yy & vote to 1, av voting
the negative, o -

The mayor yesterday prepared the
following letter In answer to some re-
marks made by the Insurance men in
rggard to Mr. Werner:

“I have read in the Miner of June 1
an Interview with agents of several
fire Insurance companies who are in-
terested In insurance risks in our city.
They claim to be sent here to survey
the eficlency of the Butte fire depart-
ment, and state that they are intervest-
ed In the removal of Fire Marvhal
Werner from his present position.

“It appears that during the interview
with Mr. Hopkins and his assoelates
at the Butte hotei, they staited that
they regard the retention of the present
fire marshal as a menace to the lia-
bility of the companies they represent,
which have Insurance risks in Butte to
the amount of $10,000,000. They also
stated without any equivoeation that
unless the present incumbent was re-
moved, and an efliclent man put in his
place, ‘the rates would be ralsed on all
insurance.” They say they are satisfled
that the present chief is a man who is
unable to realize the demands of the
instant at a fire, ahd therefors unfit
to be placed in the responsible posi-
tlon of an officer on whom devolves
the extinotion of a fire with the least
loss to the individual and the compa-
nles,

In an interview to-day with Mr.
Smith, one of the above agents, I ask-
ed where the information was obtained
upon which they made the above gs-
sertions. He frankly told me that they
procured ithe information from Mr. Gil-
bert, manager of the Board of Under-
writers in Butte, who, of my own
knowledge, has been making such
staitements and threats for ithe past
month, and when I requested him to
prove the same, he respectfully de-
clined. I also requested Mr, Smith to
bring the evidence before the filre com-
mittee on Tuesday night, who would
Investigate all charges brought before
them, and would give a fair hearing to
both sides, which, after some persua-
sion, he consented to do.

“The reporter, further states that Mr.
Wright and his associates relteratesd
the views of Mr. Hopkins, and were not
at all averse to express themselves at
length on the subject, and wished to
be understood in this matter as not
inclined to make any aggressive cam-
palgn agalnst the fire chief, or any
other person connected with the fire
department. Yet they positively de-
mand that the chief be not retalned In
h's present position, on their own asesr-
tions, without any proof that they are
correct,

“They also state that they were ap-
pointed to inspect and survey the ap-
paratus of the department, the quality
of the hose and the number of feet used
in the work. Also to inquire into the
adequacy of the force to manage the
equipment for fire fighting. Now {f
ithis is their business in this eity 1t is
surprising that they did not apply to
the city authorities for permission to
make the required examination of all
the apparatus of the fire department,
80 that they could make an intelligent
report to the companies they represent
as to the condition of the department
and how it was conducted or managed.
Thisa would be a reasonable and busi-
nesslike course to pursue, but instead
of pursuing this course, the first in-
formation we have of thelr presence in
the city is an Interview published in
the Miner (suggested by the present
manager of the Board of Underwrit-
ers), In which they state that the fire
insurance companies' llabilities In
Butite are $10,000,000. If this Is correct,
it is further proof that it is about time
the propenrty holders were looking after
the very large amount of money they
are depositing with their ‘friends’ in
the East to inerease their wealth to
such an extent that they may be able
to dictate to them what the policy of
the government should be as regards
to its financial affairs. The premium
on the $10,000,000 would be not less than
$200,000 per annum, which would be a
very handsome percentage on a large
amount of capital stock for a home mu-
tual fire insurance association.

“They further state that another
cause of alarm Is a total disregard of
the fire ordinance of the city, and that
in thelr opinion there Is not a city in
the country where the ordinances gov-
erning fires are so little enforced;
where those in authority will permit
frame bulldings to be erected within
the eity limitg in violation of the ordl-
nance, Now as regards to those as-
sertions they have not any Iinformation
except the mere assertions of their un-
derwriteps, neither can they procure
any proof of the assertions made. I
have examined into the several eases
which have been eited, and find there
Is no foundation for the assertions,

“In conclusion, they wind up their
mterview with the same old threat
that if the couyncil disregards the re-
quest of their companles, whether the
£ be ble or not, their only
recourse is to ‘raise the rates of in-
surance and force their demands in
this way,’ and state that this ls the
way they have enforced thefr demands
in other cities, and always with suc-
cess, How far this threat will go at
present in this city remalns to be seen.”

— ——

Judge Stapleton Watched.

Judge Stapleton, one of the counsel
for Louls Des Rivieres in the Old Glory
mining case, was y presented
with a magnificent goid watch anmd
chain by Mr. Des Riviereg in apprecia-
tion of his services in the trial of the
case, Mr. Des Rivieres in presenting
the elegant timeplece remarked that.
in the business dealing he had with the
judge he believed that he should be
“watoched.”

Bleyele Voting Countest,

Look up R. C. Howell & Co's ad-
vortisement for cenditions of voting
contest for a lady Cleveland swell spe-
clal bicyele to be given to the most
popular ypung lady of Butte.

i

Boulder Springs. |
Sunday excursions, half fare, Tickets
good Saturday until Monday.

—_———

New Designs In Wall Paper at
Schatzlein's, 14 W. Broadway.

The Butte, Anaconda & Pacific rall-
way have tickets on sale at the Greal
Northern city ticket ofice, 41 Main
Flreet. Streetl car tickets free.

John Meek, clgars, 122 W. Park st

-
“Standard’s” at a Premiom.

The voting contest of R. C. Howell
& Co s orvating an im nense demand
for Standards, Votes are pouring in
and competition getting brisk, Some
one will be Inwcky.
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Hennessy’s
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We receive Daily some New Things in

fail to visit our second floor, where we show an assortment
which takes in the best of everything at most moderate

Ladies’ Mackintoshes

We have the finest line ever brought to
Montana; prices range from

$5.00 to $25.00 each
00000000000

For Spring and Summer will be mailed
free fo any one who will send in her

MAIL ORDERS RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION

3
Ladies’ Dresses, Tea Gowns, Waists and
If you would ;ee the most stylish Outer Garments, don't
prices.
Our Catalogue
:
HENNESSY'’S

To make hay while the sun shines, we
offer to-day our entire stock of

Ladies’, Misses’ ana
Children’s Jackets

All Strictly New and Fine Garments,
at ONE-THIRD off regular prices.

000000099000 000

Summer Capes.

€+ 900000000
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One Tailor.....

s just as good as another, Some peopls
have this indednite way of looking at
things, but most ¢f us know the dis-
tinction between good, bad and indiffer-

The Reputation

Enjoyed by a tallor depeads on his abll-
ity to select material, follow the order
of the customer, employs the Best
Tallgrs, and makes it the only businesa
to have every garment a perfect fit.

HENRY JONAS

Merchant Tallor
126 North Main, Butte, Mont,

h—e‘llows’

49 West Broadway. i
3 cents
Per pound for Navy Beans. =,
§cents
Poynd Carolina Rice.
4 cents
Can Domestic S8ardines. -
a4 cents
Pound Best Rolled Oats,
12§ cents
Can Best S8weet Corn. '
10 cents
Can Lily Wax Béans. ’
1o cents
Can Eastern Tomatoes.
20 cents
Package Arbuckle’s Coffee.
33 cemts
Pound Hoftman House Coffee,
$1.00
¢ pounds Broken Java Coffee.
23 cents
Pound Good Young Hyson Tea.
S0 cenls
Pound Cholce Japan, Gunpowder, or
English Breakfast Tea.
20 cents

Pound Chocolate Cream Candy.

Frank J. Fellows

ALBERT WRIGHT
Solo Violinist

Graduate of Royal Academy, Berlin, will
take a limited number of puplls. Address
care Steward Music House, 22 North
Main street. Dulls

$ T_ry a Standard Want Adv.

UTTLE MFG. AND SUPPLY GO, mwem wees

Bagle, Monarch, Czar, Defiance.
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“Peninsular"
and “St. Clair” are
the two best lines of
stoves made. Always
cook well, always
bake well. Artisue
in designs, superbly
finished. Our cus-
tocmers never com-
plain. Grates never
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Eagle, with aluminum.rim, 88-in., ladies’ and MeN'S....cconssscnse sees
Monarch, two models, 3-in., ladies’ aDd MON'S .cocvvee msocenns soessse =
B TR S0 H0 TR s esmresesctesn: twvtiotee C AF
The Finest We tur
plate ar
cards fo
il‘l the WOI‘ld have the
only 81.¢
[h g ¥ mand mar sl o B &y | Svies o
: samples
paks Gold Aluminum, Hoodes and sl otber kinds o plates, ad ors e
Crown Bridge Work a Specialty. given f¢
nosunocerx
o R e S Sy b I B R S mene | EORR
W. H. WIX, D. D. S.
Grefunte University of Peansyirania. Broadway & Mala Sis., Batte, Noat

“buckle”™ or warp. i
Tops never crack. . ! TO‘
$5.50 for this solld cak extension table, EVErY one guaranteed. We have a repu-
6 feet long. Same, 8 feet long, for $6.50. tatlon to sustain
solid Oak Cane Seat Chair, $1.00: Hocker, $2.00
¥ Terms Cash or Easy Payments, Thc Best (
Kenneny FurniTure ComPANY
18-20 West Broadway, Dutte, SEE OUR Wi
; | THIS
r \' i
Bitter Root Valley Farms. ' ()re Producers, Take Foticel
Frult, Hay, Grain and Stock Farms in O CARNE i i : ;
the Bltt'ur‘;oot Valley for sale. Write to :‘u ua’:u" :‘ Baits Mmghﬂg wm'u FOSSELI
or call on CHARLES L. COWELL, :‘-:-'n‘wv nud b'i'.l-dm‘. r. 81 ver ti\'-l:d a0d Lasd |
‘ Real Estate and Loans, Missculs, Mont i L-‘nj‘;m toa ..:ll:r.a.n.l ‘;;_"M““ alﬂ:..:mli. r & East
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